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Editorial  

 
 

      By Raymonde Martineau, Secretary-General 

 

 
Good governance and transparency are very topical now a day.  Civil society 

organizations/NGOs are often the ones denouncing the lack of such principles 

within governments and private enterprises.  Some NGOs, however, do not give 

much importance to their own democratic functioning, even though they have 

the appropriate mechanisms for it. 

 

The General Assembly is the most important of these mechanisms.  It is the 

decision making body of the organization, the central point of its democratic 

process.  The Board of Directors/Executive Committee and the Secretariat, the 

other mechanisms, are there to implement the decisions of the Assembly.  There 

is, however, too often, a tendency for these two bodies to monopolize power, 

voluntarily or involuntarily.  This is due to the absence of communication and 

consultation with the grass roots, on the one hand and the lack of interest on the 

part of the members, on the other hand.  One contributes to the other one.  

 

General Assemblies do not usually attract crowds, unless they are taking place in 

attractive tourist or holiday resorts.  It is yet the opportunity for the members to 

exercise their power, to relaunch the democratic process on the basis of a 

common reflection.  It is also the opportunity to reaffirm the vision of the 

organization, to revise its objectives and to set new priorities. 

 

That is why the UFER Executive Committee has decided to organize the General 

Assembly, which will take place from 18 to 23 September 2010  in Brussels, in 

two parts.  First a reflection on a theme related to UFER objectives: 

immigration and human rights.  This reflection should help defining 

orientations for the future.  Then a more formal part to assess what has 

been done since the last General Assembly and to reflect on the present 

challenges in the fields of competence of UFER in view of taking the 

appropriate decisions for the future.  (See co mmunication p 27) 

 

We hope that UFER members will get involved in this process, either by 

participating physically in the GA or by communicating their views in 

writing and giving a proxy to a participating member , as suggested in the 

invitation. 
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HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL  

 

13th SESSION (1-26 March, 2010) 

 
 

ü Some highlights of the session 
 
    By Cruz Melchor Eya Nchama, representative in Geneva 
  

 
It has been a long-time since I have participated in a human rights meeting of the 
United Nations.  I practically did not know anybody anymore.  There is a new 
generation of militants and experts. 
 
Many high-ranking personalities addressed the Council.  I particularly 
appreciated the intervention of Mr. Jose Ramos Horta, President of the Republic 
of Timor-Leste; he spoke as an NGO representative would do. 1 
 
Here are some highlights of the session of the Council: 
 

1. Round Table on human rights education with the Ministers of justice of 
Switzerland and Morocco as main participants. 

 
2. Round Table organized by UNICEF with the participation, among others, 

of Ms. Marta Santos Pais, representative of the UN Secretary-General on 
violence against children. 

 
3. Round Table on forced and involuntary disappearances organized by the 

delegation of Argentina.  Mr. Rodolfo Mattarolo, Assistant-Secretary for 
Human Rights of Argentina, was the most forceful speaker.  During the 
dictatorship (1976-1983), he was considered as a ñterroristò by the 
delegation of Argentina to the Human Rights Commission. 

 
4. The issue of violence against women focused this year on the Democratic 

republic of Congo.  In this country, the various armed groups are raping 
women as well as young girls.   

 
5. The issue of racism against footballers and other non-European sportsmen 

and sportswomen was also raised.  There was a resolution on the subject 
presented by Brazil and Nigeria.  During the session, the new Minister of 

                                                 
1
Press Release of the United Nations, 11/03/2010,  

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=9900&LangID=E   The speech 

can also be heard on the webcasting of the Council : 

http://www.un.org/webcast/unhrc/archive.asp?go=100311   

 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=9900&LangID=E
http://www.un.org/webcast/unhrc/archive.asp?go=100311
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Foreign Affairs of South-Africa, Ms. Nkoana-Mashabane, organized a 
reception for participants in the Council and invited them to South Africa 
for the World cup this summer.  

 
6. The United States delegation expressed very moderate positions and 

addressed itself in Spanish, French or English according to the countries 
for which the message was meant. 

 
7. There was a long debate on the Palestinian issue during which the report 

of the South African judge Goldstone was often quoted. 
 

8. Almost 80 % of the resolutions were adopted without a vote.   
  
 

ü Resolutions which deserve our attention 
 

Some of the resolutions adopted by the Human Rights Council at its 13th session 
(1-26 March 2010) are of particular interest in view of the burning issues which 
they are addressing. 2 
 
Á Conflict in Gaza  

 
As a follow-up to the report of the UN mission on the conflict in Gaza (Goldstone 
report), the Council decided to establish a committee of independent experts to 
monitor and assess any domestic, legal or other proceedings undertaken by both 
the Government of Israel and the Palestinian side.  It also recommended that a 
conference of the Contracting Parties to the Fourth Geneva Convention, that 
affords protection to civilians in wartime, be organized, before the end of 2010, to 
examine the measures to be taken to impose the Convention in the occupied 
Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem East, and to ensure its implementation. 
 
Á Violence against Children  

 
The Council urged all States, inter alia, to ensure accountability and seek to end 
impunity of perpetrators of sexual violence and abuse against children in all 
settings, including in conflict and emergencies, and to give priority attention to 
the prevention of all forms of sexual violence and abuse against children by 
addressing its underlying causes.  It urged them to adopt appropriate national 
legislation and  to ensure rigorous investigation and prosecution of such crimes. 
 
Á Traffi cking in persons  

 
The Council decided to hold a panel discussion at its fourteenth session (June 
2010) to give voice to victims of trafficking in persons. 

                                                 
2
UN Press Release, Roundup,  Human Rights Council concludes thirteenth session,, 26/03/10, 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=9946&LangID=E  

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=9946&LangID=E


 5 

Á Human Rights defenders  
 
The Council called again on States to recognize publicly the legitimate role of 
human rights defenders and the importance of their action, as an essential mean 
to ensure the protection of these persons.  It also urged them to investigate, in a 
prompt, effective, independent and accountable manner, complaints and 
allegations regarding threats or human rights violations perpetrated against 
human rights defenders or their relatives.   
 
 

 
 
 

UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW (UPR) 
 

 
The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) involves a review of the human 
rights records of all 192 UN Member States once every four years. The UPR is a 
State-driven process, under the auspices of the Human Rights Council, which 
provides the opportunity for each State to declare what actions they have taken to 
improve the human rights situations in their countries and to fulfil their human 
rights obligations. 
 
Civil society organizations, whether they are international, regional or national, 
have the possibility to participate in this process through:  
 
Á Participation in consultations organized by governments during the 

preparation of their reports; 
Á Submission of information to the Office of the High-Commissioner for 

Human Rights which will be included in a compilation prepared by the  
OHCHR for the UPR; 

Á Contribution to the implementation of the recommendations made by the 
Human Rights Councils to the States; 

Á NGOs enjoying consultative status  - which is the case of UFER ï also 
have the possibility to participate in the UPR meetings ï without speaking 
rights ï as well as in the Human Rights Council when its examines the 
reports of UPR.  During these sessions of the Council, these NGOs have 
the right to make brief oral comments on the reports. 3 

 

                                                 
3
 Information is available on the website of the Office High-Commissioner for Human Rights for civil 

society organizations wishing to participate in this process: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/NgosNhris.aspx .  You will find among others an 

excellent Handbook.    

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/NgosNhris.aspx
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UFER representatives participated in the sixth session of the Universal Periodic 
Review, which took place in Geneva from 30 November to 11 December 2009. 4  
You will find below some reflections and comments from some of them. 
 
 

 

What struck me lately concerning  
 the Democratic Republic of Congoé 

 
      By Fina Bijnens 
 
What I have heard, read and seen on television concerning the Congo was not 
particularly cheering but rather sad.  I thus participated with some curiosity, at 
the UN in Geneva, in the session of the Universal Periodic Review dedicated to 
the Democratic republic of Congo, on 3 December 2009.  
 
Corruption, wars, lack of good governance, economic crisis and poverty seem to 
have had a considerable impact on the Congolese mentality.  The erosion of 
democracy has contributed to increase the number of death threats against 
journalists and representatives of civil society.  It is however admirable to see 
how certain NGOs continue to work in the hope of a better future. 
 
During the meeting, I heard several interventions which often denounced the 
same problems.  I share with you some extracts of the intervention made by the 
permanent representative of Belgium to the United Nations in Geneva which 
seem to have addressed the most serious problems in DRC. 
 

Statement of facts 
 
The representative of Belgium recalled that the High-Commissioner for Human 
Rights and the UN Secretary-General have recently denounced massacres, 
kidnappings, forced displacements, as well as widespread sexual violence and 
recruitment of child soldiers.  Police and armed forces are responsible of a large 
amount of sexual violence in conflict areas and their perpetrators remain 
unpunished.  The delegate of Belgium however welcomed the ñzero children in 
forces and armed groupsò campaign launched by the government. 
 
He is also preoccupied by the increasing number of children accused of 
witchcraft.  He also deplored the high level of intimidation in the country, the 
threats, ill-treatments, arbitrary arrests and detentions of human rights 
defenders, especially those who criticize the authorities.   
 
 
 
                                                 
4
 Documentation on each of the countries examined by UPR can be found at the following address: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/Documentation.aspx 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/Documentation.aspx
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Questions 
 

1. Which measures will the Congolese government adopt in order to ensure 
that the perpetrators of sexual violence and recruitment of child soldiers, 
including within the police and armed forces, are brought to justice and 
condemned? 

 
2. In his report, the government mentioned that human rights defenders 

were expected to work within the legal and regulatory framework that 
governs the life of the country.  Would it not be more important and 
urgent to adopt a law that would ensure the protection of human rights 
defenders?  

 

Recommendations 
 

1. Create a national agency to combat sexual violence. 
 

2. Criminalize acts of violence against children accused of witchcraft. 
 

3. Adopt a law which would protect the rights of human rights defenders, as 
well as a plan of action to ensure their security, especially in the East of the 
country. 

 
 

 
 
 

Examination of the report of the Democratic Peopleôs 
Republic of Korea (DPRK)  

 
     By Raymonde Martineau 
 
The Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the United Nations in 
Geneva, Mr. RI Tcheul, introduced the report by stating that he rejected the 
resolutions adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations and the 
Human Rights Council which he considers as ñunjustò.  For him, it is  ñthe 
extreme manifestation of politicization, selectivity and double standards in the 
area of human rightsò.  He further stated that ñDPRK has consistently maintained 
the principle of prioritizing human rights é (and that its) history has been the 
history of struggle to safeguard genuine human rights of its peopleò. 
 
The interventions of the participants during the UPR deliberations focused 
mainly on arbitrary detentions, torture and summary executions, freedom of 
movement, religious freedom, prisoners of war and family reunification, 
kidnapping of persons as well as the right to food. 
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In his reply, Ambassador RI Tcheul deplored that some comments made were 
based on groundless information, which seriously distorted the reality.  He 
further stated that the issue of serious malnutrition is a thing of the past and that 
in the future his country would succeed by itself to feed its population, thanks to 
the development of its agriculture. 
 
The States participating in the UPR made 117 recommendations to the DPRK 
which rejected 50 of them for the reasons mentioned above. 
 
During the presentation of the UPR report at the 13th session of the Human 
Rights Council, Human Rights Watch stated, among other things, that ñthe level 
of repression was so severe that the country lacked any independent civil society 
organizations.ò 5  
 

 

 
 
 

Commission on the Status of Women  

  

54th Session ï 1-12 March, 2010 
 

By Sharon Joslyn, UFER representative in New York 
 
 
The focus of this yearôs session was a revision of the Beijing Declaration and the 
Beijing Platform for Action (BPFA) 6with a 15 year review as well as looking at the 
outcomes of the 23rd special session of the General Assembly on Women 2000: 
Gender Equality, Development and Peace for the Twenty-First Century .  The 192 
member states provided assessments of the progress which has been made along 
with the gaps and further work that must be done. 
 
An emphasis was made on the sharing of experiences and good practices with a 
view of overcoming remaining obstacles and looking at the relationship of the 
BPFA to the fulfillment of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 
 
Participation was altered this year due to the already begun renovations to the 
United Nations Headquarters.  A temporary meeting site has been constructed on 
the UN grounds to hold many of the official sessions.  To be able to observe these 
sessions it was necessary to obtain an extra pass.  These passes were sometimes 
limited which resulted in smaller numbers of NGO participation. 
 

                                                 
5
 Draft report of the 13th session of the Human Rights Council, A/HCR/13/L.10, par. 633: 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/13session/A-HRC-13-L10.pdf  
6
 http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/pdf/BDPfA%20E.pdf  

http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/followup/beijing%2B5.htm
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/followup/beijing%2B5.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/13session/A-HRC-13-L10.pdf
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/pdf/BDPfA%20E.pdf
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Parallel events were held at the Church Center in front of the United Nations, as 
has been in the past, and many were held at the Salvation Army Headquarters 
located about 15 minutes from the UN.  There were 7000 registrants and more 
than 3000 women and men actually were present.  The energy and the 
commitment of these participants, in spite of the obstacles, is inspiring and 
makes apparent the need for more concrete engagement in problem areas. 
 
There was a concentrated effort to bring girls to the meetings and to facilitate 
their participation.  In total there was about 70 girls and some boys who were 
present and taking leadership in the panel discussions and the workshops. The 
next session of the CSW (55th) will be reviewing the theme of elimination of all 
forms of violence against the girl child.  We are hoping to bring more girls from 
many countries to participate.  This will require much effort to raise monies. 
 
Of course, there is much to be done in the face of so many global problems and 
conflicts.  But the dedication and the efforts of so many give hope for the future.   
It was noted by many participants that the media did not highlight the sessions in 
any of the major journals.  This is a point that we want to address for future 
meetings. 
 
 
 

 

The 63rd NGO Conference organized by the department of Information 

(DPI) of the United Nations will take place in Melbourne in Australia from 

30 August to 1st September 2010.  The theme will be òAdvance Global health: 

Achieve the MDGsó.  For more information consult the DPI/NGO section 

webpage: http://www.un.org/dpi/ngosection/index.asp   

 

 

 
 

Immigration to Canada  

 
By Gaëtane Gascon 

 
Introduction 
 
From the XVIth century until these days, immigrants have joined the Indigenous 

Nations to form the Canadian society.  Coming from all the countries of the 

world, their contribution is essential to the socio-economic and cultural 
development. 

http://www.un.org/dpi/ngosection/index.asp
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After having presented the many faces of immigration, I share some reflections 
on immigration and human rights as my contribution to the next UFER General 
Assembly.  I look forward to reading other thoughts on the same subject.   
 
Since I am not a specialist on immigration, I base my reflections on my 
experiences and the observation of daily life.  I also made some incursions on the 
web site of specialized organizations ï you will find their addresses at the end of 
this text.  
 
My carrier spent with NGOs and community-based groups took me first to India, 
then after my return to Canada, I continued to cooperate with people of diverse 
origins and cultures from many countries in Africa and also Asia, Brazil and 
Haiti.   
 
My daily life in an intercultural context, which is ours as an immigrant country, is 
spent in Gatineau, the main town of the Outaouais region that counts one quarter 
million of inhabitants of which 9% were born outside Canada and which attracts 
the greatest number of immigrants after Montreal.  Finally the participation in 
the UFER family enriches my perception of immigration realities. 
 
I define as immigrant s those born outside the country and that are in the first 
stage of adaptation.  The term doesnôt apply the same way to Neo-Canadians that 
have built their family and practice their profession here.  Since a few decades, 
another kind of immigrants appears, they are the temporary workers.  Are we 
seeing a country like Canada that has been made by permanent immigrants being 
transformed into a country of temporary workers?  
 

1. The various faces of immigration 
 

There are various ways to become a Canadian citizen.  Moreover, since 1991 the 
agreement Canada-Quebec determines the responsibilities of each of the two 
governments as far as immigration is concerned and allows Quebec to have the 
last word concerning the immigrants to be accepted on its territory.  
 

¶ Professionals and technicians  are those that choose to settle here and 
are accepted because of their competence and the more easily if they 
intend to invest some capital.   

 

¶ Students  originating mainly from Africa and the Indian Ocean are 
recruited by regional Universities and CEGEP (colleges). At the 
completion of their studies, they obtain easily their permanent residency 
as well as a job in the region of their studies.  They are highly appreciated 
given the fact that immigrants and professionals in general tend to live in 
the larger urban centers.  
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¶ In coordination with the High Commissioner for Refugees of the United 
Nations, refugees  living in camps are received on a humanitarian basis 
by municipalities and community groups in all parts of Canada.  It was the 
case, in the 1970ôs, for the Boat People from Viet  Nam  who have 
integrated themselves very well.   
 

¶ Asylum seekers  are received according to the international laws.  
 

¶ During the Viet Nam war Canada provided refuge to a significant number 
of conscientious objectors from United Stat es.  The same requests 
have not met similar responses during the recent wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan  

 

¶ Family reunion programs  allow immigrants to sponsor their children, 
parents and grand-parents.  There are complaints about the delay in 
treating the requests.   
 

¶ The temporary farm workers  from Mexico and Guatemala are 
covered by a Canadian governmentôs special program. They work on the 
farms during the seasons when an abundant labor force is required.  
However there are a few examples where entire families immigrate and 
integrate themselves as citizens in rural areas.  

 

¶ The Family resident helpers , in majority from the Philippines, are 
admitted according to an agreement between the federal government and 
the government of their country.  They sign a contract with a particular 
family where they look after the children, the sick or the disabled doing 
some domestic duties as well.  After three years and under strict 
conditions they qualify for their permanent residency and for sponsoring 
their family. 

2. Immigration and human rights  

 
2.1 Right to citizenship  

 
Citizenship may not be a right, but one wonders why it is not accessible to the 
temporary workers.  The growth of temporary workers programs constitutes a 
new reality for Canada, indicating an important social shift, at the time when it is 
more and more difficult for people from non-industrialized countries to 
immigrate to Canada.  The temporary workers are entrusted with important tasks 
such as care of vulnerable persons and food production; there is an obvious lack 
of labor force in the families, health services and on the farms.  The economy and 
social life depend on these workers who cannot become full-fledged citizens or 
accepted immigrants and are not unionized.  Though covered by agreements, 
they are vulnerable because they do not have the means to have the laws applied 
in case of employersô abuses or if they get sick.  
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The temporary workers create their associations to promote their rights often 
despite their employers who do not support these initiatives.  They are supported 
by religious groups and community-based organizations.   

 
Seasonal workers and family resident helpers are not commodity, they should be 
taking part fully in the life of the community and the decisions that affect them 
and, if they wish, citizenship should be granted to them. 

 
2.2 Social rights  

 
2.2.1 In 2007-2008, the Commission Bouchard-Taylor, an important 
consultation, went all over Quebec to hear the populationôs points of view about 
the cultural integration of new comers. That exercise showed clearly that a 
satisfactory employment  is an essential condition for the new comers to 
integrate culturally.  This reminds us that culture needs an economic basis to be 
expressed freely.   

 
Canada has two official languages and classes are offered to immigrants.  In 
Quebec, French, the official language, is necessary for employment and civic 
participation and in the big centers knowledge of English becomes more and 
more necessary.  The immigrantsô mother tongues add to the diversity of 
languages, one more tool to communicate for a small society of seven millions 
such as ours.  The integration of new comers in the workforce requires the 
recognition of diplomas and prior experiences, openness of professional 
associations and, on the part of the immigrants, the availability to take into 
account the needs of the regions.  

 
2.2.2  Lack of affordable housing  and insufficient minimum wage to support a 
family affect particularly immigrant families and especially temporary workers 
employed in arduous and monotonous jobs that are not valorized. The gap 
between rich and poor is growing with all its consequences.  

 
2.2.3  Immigrant women join other Canadian women in the struggle to obtain 
that the salary equity law be fully implemented.  Moreover, they are at the 
front line to deal with themes discussed these days such as the wearing of 
religious signs, traditional practices affecting the health of women, men-women 
relationships.   

 
2.2.4 Their associations of resident family helpers  speak of the abuses 
endured by their members.  They work in homes far from public eyes; their time 
is not counted on the pretence that this work is ñnatural for womenò.  For health 
services, they are at the mercy of their employer who should pay for the insurance 
and if it is not done, there is little they can do to force him to do so.  Moreover, 
because of the low wages and the money to be paid to the recruiting agencies, it is 
difficult for them to save a sufficient amount of money to return home or to 
sponsor their family.  It is an inacceptable statute.  
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2.2.5 Immigrants coming from war situations, women especially, carry 
with them the suffering they have endured as well as the preoccupation for their 
family members that are waiting for a government decision in the refugee camps 
or in a third country.  These worries are compounded with the immigration shock 
and the efforts to adapt in a new context.  They should be received with a 
compassion and creativity on par with the courage and tenacity that they show.   

 

2.3 Does Canada favor the brain drain? 
 
Yes Canada, like any other industrialized countries, attracts and needs competent 
people.  How to prevent Canadian immigration from depriving the developing 
countries of their professionals and technicians?  In general, states do not act out 
of solidarity but pursue their own interest and look for what is useful to their 
growth without taking responsibility for the consequences of their choices.  
 
Fortunately, there are international programs that employ Neo-Canadians for 
researches and other activities useful to their motherland.  But vigilance is 
required concerning these projects to make sure that they benefit equally all 
partners.  
 
Immigrants, especially those from Haiti have contributed to the modernization of 
Quebec at the time of the ñ1970 Quiet Revolutionò while supporting their 
motherland.  This support has become more visible since the recent seism of 
January 12 2010.  Even their children born here follow their parentsô footsteps 
and work for the reconstruction of Haiti, thus reinforcing the solidarity between 
our countries. 

 
Conclusion  
 
As long as the present disparity between rich and countries persists, it will be 
difficult to imagine that a free movement of persons is possible.  Poverty, wars 
and natural disasters force people to leave their land and their family.  
Canadians, Quebecers as well as new comers are called to join hands to convince 
governments to abandon the military solutions and channel all possible resources 
towards the promotion of rights, peace building, diplomacy and humanitarian 
programs. 
 

 
Resources: 
 

¶ Chaire de recherche en immigration, ethnicité et citoyenneté : criec@uqam.ca  

¶ Commission Bouchard-Taylor: www.accommodements.qc.ca 

¶ Canadian Council for Refugees (CCR): 
 http://www.ccrweb.ca/eng/engfront/frontpage.htm    

¶ Kairos: Faithful action for justice - Canadian ecumenical justice initiatives: 
www.kairoscanada.org 

mailto:criec@uqam.ca
http://www.accommodements.qc.ca/
http://www.ccrweb.ca/eng/engfront/frontpage.htm
http://www.kairoscanada.org/
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haiti  
 

 

 

Geography 

 
The Republic of Haiti shares the island of Haiti, with 

the Dominican Republic.  The island is situated in the 

Golf of Mexico south-east of Cuba.  It forms part of 

the Greater Antilles.  It is populated by Blacks and 

people of mixed race.  The official languages are French 

and Creole.  

 

Haiti is the poorest country in the Americas.  The 

capital Port-au-Prince has just been devastated by an 

earthquake that places the country in a more critical 

situation. 

 

 

 

 

History  

 
1492: Christopher Columbus occupies the island in the name of the King of 

Spain.  The indigenous population composed of Indians, Caribbeanõs, Arawaks 

and Tainos, was decimated by the work in the mines.  They were replaced by 

black slaves taken from the African coasts. 

 

1697: the treaty of Ryswick between France and Spain divides the country 

between them.  The French part is called St-Domingue and becomes the 

richest colony in America. 

 

1793: abolition of slavery under the pressure of numerous rebellions of 

slaves.  The last victorious one was led by Toussaint-Louverture. 

 



 15 

1804: proclamation of independence through the action of Dessalines, 

Christophe, Pétion and several others.  But Haiti will be overburdened by a 

huge independence debt and numerous embargos for having proclaimed the 

first black republic.  

 

1915: American occupation which continued even after the army of 

occupation had left the island. 

 

1957: François Duvalier seizes power with the help of the army.  He will 

always be supported by the Americans because he presented himself as the 

herald of anticommunism in the Caribbeanõs.  He acted as a foil to Fidel 

Castro.  This bloody dictatorship lasted 30 years.  Haiti found it difficult to 

get over it. 

 

1990: Aristide or the great hope.  The American government does not want 

this government with socialist tendencies in its back-yard and gets the army 

to overthrow it.  

 

From 1994 on it will be a game of musical chairs between Aristide and Préval.  

The latter, more flexible, applies the American policies. 

 

What will happen after the earthquake?    

 

 
 

Some thoughts about the 

reconstruction in Haiti  

 

 

By Françoise Boucard, trained sociologist of 

Haitian origin  

 
Since the earthquake of January 12, 2010, Haitian citizens or those of Haitian 
origin, living in Haiti or elsewhere, all feel challenged by the gigantic task of 
rebuilding this country of ours, shaken as never before since its foundation.  
 
The task before us is colossal.  It will take much time, require a lot of money and 
countless efforts before it can be successfully completed.   
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An enormous task, for which we will require help, a lot of help, but above all, we 
will need, essentially, to take things in our own hands and to join our hands.  All 
of which presupposes a transformation within us and among us.  
 
A titanic task bearing within it, self-esteem, mutual aid and even new types of 
international cooperation. 
 
In the most affected areas, survival was the priority 
 
Survival in an environment which had suddenly become apocalyptic. Survival, 
which meant first to take things into our own hands by joining hands. 
 
Attending to the most urgent, which meant almost all at once: open your eyes, 
feel and force your way,  join hands to take loved ones and strangers out of the 
rubble, take care of the wounded, put out fires, bury the dead, carry the crippled, 
accompany the handicapped, assist the aged, protect the abandoned, lost and 
terrorized children. 
 
Running here and there to help, nurse, relieve, reassure, share, console, help one 
another é Help one another.  Help one another endlessly.   As Paul Farmer and 
two of his colleagues stated in an article published jointly under the title:  «Haïti: 
Tout dôabord, ne plus nuire (Haiti, first do not harm »),7  everywhere ñone sees 
Haitians helping each otherò.   
 
Helping each other and looking for help which finally arrives in a chaotic, 
unorganized movement of international solidarity.  Continuously go back under 
the rubble.  Count the dead.   Bring back into the open air people still alive after 
being imprisoned and squashed for hours or even days under the concrete of 
collapsed houses. 
 
Dressing wounds.  Setting up clinics, improvising operating rooms and 
undertaking emergency surgeries: patching up, putting on plaster and, often (too 
often?), amputating limbs.  
 
Helping each other in temporary shelters, where hundreds of thousands of 
disaster victims crammed together and in fear of new earth tremors are 
mourning their dead, calling the names of the disappeared and needing 
everything at once: drinking water, food, temporary shelters, comfort stations, 
toiletries, privacy, protection é 
 
Survive.  Survive while helping each other and even unto death.  To be next to 
piles of dead bodies that must be buried hastily in common graves in order to 
avoid a sanitary disaster. 

                                                 
7
 Lettre de Port-au-Prince, Haïti : Tout dôabord ne plus nuire : http://blog.mondediplo.net/2010-02-02-

Haiti-tout-d-abord-ne-plus-nuire.  In French.  The translation is from the editor.  

  

http://blog.mondediplo.net/2010-02-02-Haiti-tout-d-abord-ne-plus-nuire
http://blog.mondediplo.net/2010-02-02-Haiti-tout-d-abord-ne-plus-nuire
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Survive é but also to think how to go beyond emergency to another phase: the 
reconstruction of the country or rather its re-foundation, its reconstruction on 
new foundations.   
 
Coordinate. Organize. Plan 
 
If the deep institutional deficiencies of the Haitian State do not date back to the 
eve of January 12 2010, they certainly appear most clearly on that day.  
Practically powerless in the face of the magnitude of the disaster, the leaders had 
no choice but to open the country to foreign aid, even if it meant being subjected 
to an angry response from the nationalists or a stream of insults from the political 
schemers always ready to use any means available to them. 
 
Being in charge of a State which is already deeply failing and ravaged by a long-
standing corruption inherent to the game of North-South relations (corruption 
unfairly attributed only to the countries of the South), today  Haitian leaders have 
a triple challenge to face: 

 
Á Protect the sovereignty of the Haitian people; 
Á Be answerable for the good management of the founds for the 

reconstruction of the country; 
Á Organize and coordinate the initiatives of a huge number of international 

actors coming from various horizons and trying to fill institutional gaps.  
 
Referring back to a similar experience made in Rwanda, Paul Farmer and his 
colleagues also noted that this country (Rwanda) had also ñbeen invaded by 
the international humanitarian class which gathered people of good will, but 
also disaster vultures, consultants, advisors and other profiteersò 8 pointing 
out that Haiti could draw a lesson from this Rwandese experience where the 
leaders managed to select among NGOs and to request that ñthe aid be 
coordinated by the national and regional authoritiesò. 9 
 
From inside and outside the country, appeals are launched and forums are 
organized to share ideas, regroup competences, re-evaluate resources and 
reinterpret old dreams from the end of the 80s: decentralization, road 
networks, agricultural development, food sufficiency, schooling for all, adult 
literacy, higher education, regional poles of economic activities, protection of 
the environment, South-South cooperation and practices of international 
assistance, new model of North-South cooperation, etc., etc.  People are 
gathering everywhere to reflect on strategies of implementation of new 
programs and projects for which funding must be found.   
 
 
 

                                                 
8
 See footnote 1. The translation is from the editor 

9
 Idem 
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Bringing to fruition a 200-year old aspiration  
 
Making a clear distinction between the notion of State (as an institution) and 
that of government (as a human grouping) within a nation, one can say 
without hesitation that the evolution of the Haitian people has always been 
hindered, even combated by a State precociously cut off from its roots, 
constantly removed from the bosom of the nation.  Consequently, the State 
has suffered, at a very early stage, from serious institutional deficiencies 
which have never been overcome.   
  
From the beginning, the Haitian State has been deprived from its right to 
exist, being recognized only in 1825, after France had extorted from it a heavy 
indemnity having incalculable consequences for the economy of the country.  
Trapped at the outset, this State established itself in a truncated format and 
on uncertain institutional bases.  This has led, for example, to endless 
negotiations lasting almost a century before the creation of the first Haitian 
national bank. 
 
Severely ostracized by all the powers of the time, the Haitian State came 
under American military occupation for 19 years, under which it was once 
more redesigned and set upon a course of a radical process of centralization 
and militarization. 
 
The excessive centralization of the Haitian State was further aggravated by 
thirty years of a well established dictatorship which had disastrous effects.  
These became more dramatic through the implementation of the measures 
imposed by the IMF é until the seism of 12 January last plunged us into an 
incommensurable grief.    
 
This is the history of the Haitian State.  A history one cannot just erase but 
that one must rather read as the other face of these providential states in fact 
initially and essentially financed by looting the third world.  
 
We must learn from it in order to avoid reproducing this form of a State that 
never succeeded in meeting the aspirations of the Haitian people, a people 
tirelessly searching for a citizenship which is more than ever topical.  
 
And even supposing that it is too late for Haiti to be among Nation-States (on 
the verge of exhausting their historicity in favour of a more regional concept), 
we will have to learn from this in order to offer the Haitian people an 
opportunity to pursue its search effectively and, knowing precisely this, to 
conquer, at last, its citizenship, which it might have to exercise in a framework 
going beyond the borders of the nation.   
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QUESTIONS ON CLIMATE CHANGE  

 

 

 

By Alfred Sawadogo 

     President of the Board of Directors 

     SOS Sahel International Burkina Faso 

 

 
What climate change means in my village 
 
Around 1950, we had about 700 mm of rain in my village.   The hills were green 
during winter (from June to October) and brownish the rest of the year, since 
most of the trees lost their leaves in order to better resist to the long drought of 
the rest of the year.  The fauna was rich and people were used to see lions coming 
down the hills and taking a sheep or a goat behind the huts.  The storks appeared 
in the village in May or June; their arrival announced the beginning of the sowing 
period.  The first stork was a general subject of conversation, it was a major 
event,  and it truly was one!  The beginning of the agricultural work marked the 
revival of nature, the promise of harvests, but also the beginning of a period of 
harsh life which comes with agricultural work.  
 
Fifty years later, nature has ñdeterioratedò:  we get barely 600 mm of rain; the 
harvests are uncertain; the hills consist of naked blocks of laterite since the trees 
have disappeared with the fauna.  Lions are today part of the legend; even the 
hare which symbolized intelligence and filled childrenôs dreams through popular 
fairy tales has disappeared from the bush or what remains of it.  Storks?  We do 
not see them anymore!  It seems that their territory in the South of France and 
Spain is as warm as Africa.  So why traveling such a long distance? 
 
Adaptations to climate change 
 
We have to admit that our type of family farming practices contributes to the 
destruction of the environment: slash-and-burn farming; nomadic cultivation, 
which means that 2 or 3 years after the tilling of a field it is abandoned for 
another one, following a type of fallow which is hard on the natural ecological 
balance; repeated bush fires and excessive cutting of firewood finally destroyed 
the ecosystem.   As if this was not enough, the extensive raising of cattle that has 
as consequence the permanent movement of animals weakens the capacities of 
the environment to continue to resist the various aggressions.  The baobabs, 
these mythical trees of the Sahel which can live 5 centuries have dried out by the 
thousands.  Even human beings are threatened in their own survival. 
 
What can be done? 
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o Change seeds:  the usual varieties are not suitable anymore because the 
rainy season is too short;  from now on one should use varieties with a 
short cycle; 

o There is a need to settle the family farming: the land is now a capital 
which must be maintained; nomadic cultures are no more possible 
because of the importance of demography and the increasing demand 
for land.  In addition these lands have become more impoverished.  
There is a need for new methods: 

 
V The ñzaiò: open holes during the rainy season where compost is 

buried.  When the first rain falls, seeds are buried.  This method 
increases the production of cereals by 80% é if there is enough 
compost! 

 
 

 
 

 
V The stony cordons:  often it is necessary to go very far (10  km) to 

get the stones and then they have to be lined up in the fields 
making contour lines, but without any binding material between 
them.   These cordons slow down the flow of the rain waters, 
enabling thus the inf iltration of the water in the soil.  Increases 
production by 40%.  

 
 
    
     

Á 
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The manure pits:   production of organic manure.  This method 
often doubles the harvest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other methods have also been developed in order to adapt to climate change, 
such as the construction of small dams for the production of vegetables during 
the dry season and the necessary drillings (40-80 meters deep) for the supply of 
drinking water. 
 
The Copenhagen conference and the groups with incompatible 
interests 
 
Burkina Faso was present in Copenhagen in December 2009 in order to defend 
its cause with regard to climate change.  I was there also as representative of civil 
society. 
 
In this forum of 15 to 20.000 participants from all over the world, there were two 
opposing groups: the group of 77 least-developed countries and China on one 
side and on the other the industrialized countries which are the big polluters: 
United States, Japan, the European countries.  But in the group of 77, the wolf 
was already in the sheepfold.   Can China and India, two emerging countries and 
great polluters, defend the same cause?  How can oil producing countries such as 
Algeria, Nigeria, Angola, Sudan, etc. that use very polluting technologies for oil 
extraction with torches burning like the eternal flames of hell reconcile their 
interests with those who have no source of pollution? 
 
The negotiations turn around 2 or 3 points  
 
The polluters have a bill to pay but they quibble on the amount.  The European 
Union puts forward some amount; the United States remains vague.  The 
Copenhagen summit ends without any decision. 
 



 22 

The polluters must find new production methods to pollute less and maintain the 
level of global warming at less than 2 C by 2050 in order to avoid the melting of 
glaciers, the rising of sea levels, etc.  On this point, the United States asks China: 
what is your commitment?  China asks the United States: what is yours?  If you 
make an effort I will make one also.  Neither of them has taken a clear and firm 
position.  Consequently the Copenhagen conference was held hostage by these 
two great polluters: the first one is at the summit of its industrialization which is 
starting to crumble; the second one is following the path of the United States and 
considers its economic development requiring the use of its rich coal seams that 
are the source of pollution par excellence.  India says the same thing.  The 
conference ends without any serious commitment. 
 
There is a need however for an agreement to start producing with less pollution.  
We need a supranational monitoring body to oversee the trends.  China is firmly 
against it.  The conference then puts its papers away for the next summit: Mexico 
in December 2010.   In the meantime, Bonn will gather together some volunteers 
in June 2010 to review the situation and prepare for Mexico.  Meanwhile, 
Burkina Faso continues to relocate its 150.000 victims of the torrential rains of 1st 
September 2009; Haiti has just buried its thousands of dead while waiting for the 
season of storms and hurricanes; China, India, the United States, Japan and 
European countries continue to fill the earth with smoke of their factory 
chimneys, as if there was nothing to it.  Climate change reduction where are you?      
  
 

 
 

  

 

UFER CHRONICLE  

 

 

 

Testimony  

 
A drop in the ocean? 
 

By Monique Costermans, member of UFER since 1956  

 

 
I joined AFI/ICA and UFER at the same time in 1956.   My past experience had 
been a good preparation.  In addition to my professional training, my parents 
were members of the Red Cross and I was involved in the scout movement.  I was 
a Cub Scouts chief and I did the woodbadge training at the end of which I 
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received a certificate enabling me to train scouts chiefs.  All this was a good 
introduction to the international sphere.  I became a member of UFER as early as 
1956 and at this time we worked mostly with UNESCO. 
 
In 1972, when I was working in Congo (DRC), I participated, as a representative 
of UFER to the OAU, in a conference of the United Nations, in Addis Ababa 
(Ethiopia), on Apartheid in South Africa.  There I met other delegates of the 
Congo.  It was a choc for me.  I had not realized the magnitude of the problems. 
 
My most active period with UFER was from 1981 to 1990.  I arrived in Geneva in 
January 1981 as Secretary General of AFI/ICA.  The secretariat was entrusted 
with the representation of UFER.  I benefited from the good work done by Eya 
Nchama and Françoise Poissonnier who left me very good files.  Raymonde 
Martineau was in Geneva, at the United Nations, in charge of relation with NGOs.  
All this helped me to enter the UN machinery without getting lost.  During that 
period, I participated on a regular basis in the Commission on Human Rights, 
among others. 
 
I will mention the most striking events of this period.  In 1981, I met the Grand-
Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo.  I spoke about their plight but from 1982 on they 
presented their case themselves as members of UFER.  We know the impact 
which their action will have later.10  In 1982, the ambassador of Argentina did his 
best to prevent NGOs from speaking.  The ambassadors of Senegal and 
Philippines were our best allies.  The ambassador of Philippines (it was still 
under the regime of Ferdinand Marcos) said:  ñIf we do not allow NGOs to speak 
today, when we will be in prison or have disappeared, nobody will be there to 
defend usò. 
 
In the following years, we accompanied a young Iranian woman who spoke about 
the Iranian children participating in the Iran-Iraq war.  In 1987, we included in 
our delegation a black South-African trade-unionist, Archie Gumede.  In his 
speech he said:  ñDo not force us to use violence!ò  I called for the liberation of 
Namondo Mateso, a 32 year-old woman, from the Grail, detained for having 
taken part in demonstrations, and also of 4000 to 8000 young detainees as well 
as the liberation of all political prisoners including Nelson Mandela.  He will be 
released in 1990.  We know what happened after. 
 
In 1982, I got involved, in the name of UFER, in a working group on genital 
mutilations in Africa.  There I met Berhane Raswork.  She was willing to succeed 
to Mrs Tevoedjre as leader of the group.  We worked together for one year, or 
rather I let her work.  She was remarkable and we know what happened:  
competent and always present she will promote the issue of ñtraditional practices 
affecting the health of women and childrenò. 
 

                                                 
10

 See in UFER Newsletter 2009-01, The disappeared grand-children, p.23 and news on page X of this 

Newsletter  
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In 2009, I took part, in Paris, with Fina Bijnens a few others, in the 
commemoration of the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights.    
 
Through my work in AFI/ICA, I experienced world problems at the grassroots 
level, and then the complexity of the international structures.  UFER enabled me 
to stay in touch and to take part in actions at the level of the United Nations and 
of the world.  In all these cases, I know very well that these actions are a drop in 
the ocean, but I also know that without this drop there would not be any ocean. 
 

 

 

 

Follow - up to the last issue  
 
 
 

 
Death row in Ohio (United States)  
 

 
 
After a short interruption in the fall of 2009, following a failed execution (see 
Newsletter 2009-02), executions have resumed in December in Ohio.   Brett 
Hartmann writes "things are not looking too good for me these days.  On 
December 8th, Ohio executed the first person in the USA using just one drug 
method and it went smoothly as they would say é  So sadly it looks to be near the 
end of our legal challenges of the state using an execution method that carries too 
great of a risk of causing substantial pain."  Four individuals on death row have 
already been executed.  According to the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and 
Correction (see http://www.drc.ohio.gov/Public/executionschedule.htm), an 
execution is scheduled each month till October 2010 at least.  Brett Hartmann is 
not on the list é for the moment. 
 
 

 

Disappeared Grand Children in Argentina  
 

 
The Grand-mothers of the Plaza de Mayo informed us, on 23 February 2010, that 
they had found another grand-child after more than 30 years, Francisco 
Madariaga Quintela.   His mother had died in detention during the military 
regime after having given birth to him and his father had gone into exile.  When 

http://www.drc.ohio.gov/Public/executionschedule.htm
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the latter returned in 1983, he collaborated with the grand-mothers in the search 
for his child.  Francisco had been adopted by a military officer and his wife.  The 
latter ï who had not been informed by her husband of the circumstances 
surrounding the birth of the child ï helped her adopted son in her efforts to find 
out about his origin. 
 
 

ü REACTIONS FROM READERS 
 
Á From Marita Estor (Germany):  (reaction to the Editorial)  
 
Thank you for this thought provoking Editorial.  Religious fundamentalism 
is indeed a threat to the State particularly to the democratic state.  However the 
relationship of state and religion is far more complex and cannot simply be 
separated into the public and private sphere as suggested by secularism.  
 
Living in Germany, one of the most secularized societies, I would like to raise a 
few points, that cooperation between state and organized religion - the 
church(es), who have a public status as well as the Jewish community and 
Jehovahôs Witnesses ï is necessary and even beneficial both for the state and for 
religion/the churches.  Iôll make this clear giving two examples. 
 
Probably you know the story of the German unification process.  In the Eighties 
particularly, the Protestant Church and mainly the parishes opened their space 
and church buildings to people for discussions and prayers.  There a culture of 
dialogue and non-violent actions developed that finally succeeded in overturning 
the socialist government and lead towards the unification of both parts of 
Germany.  (Christians in the GDR formed a minority of 25 % of the population.)  
Christians started round-tables, formed political parties and finally took political 
responsibility in the newly elected democratic government.  
 
Quite different has been the issue of abortion.  The struggle lasted from about 
1970 to 1990 ï with laws enacted and revised ï until the present law was passed.  
This gave women the possibility of having an abortion if they had been counseled 
beforehand by a certified agency.  This had been supported even by most of the 
catholic bishops, who realized, that this was an effective way to support women in 
this conflict to take a responsible decision they themselves could live with and in 
many cases they could accept also having the child.  When the Vatican intervened 
and forced the bishops to withdraw from the catholic counseling agencies, the 
Central Catholic Lay Committee started a new organization  called ñDonum vitaeò 
(gift of life), which offers counseling and support including financial means, given 
by the State.  This organization found wide support and recognition by the 
Christians and by state authorities and by the women, including Muslim women.   
 
The cooperation of State and Church(es) is manifold: legally, personally and 
financially.  The Church-tax is collected by State Revenue Agencies, because this 
is the cheapest way.  The State supports Church educational institutions, social 
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services, hospitals and many other church-related activities, because otherwise 
the state would have to provide them.  Development agencies like Misereor 
(catholic) and Bread for the World (protestant) receive financial resources from 
the State because of the effectiveness of their development work.  
 
Of course there are many problems involved, since there are various factors that 
impact on the functioning of the church/religion - state relationship.  But 
basically this has proved to be beneficial to both sides.  And Islam, which is not 
publicly organized, poses a problem to be considered a partner as religion by the 
state, for example teaching Muslim religion in schools. The Minister of the 
Interior therefore instituted a Forum to which Muslim organisations as well as 
some individuals are invited, to handle this issue and other similar ones in order 
to ensure a better integration.  
  
PS 1: One of the Vice-Presidents of the Federal Parliament is at the same time 

President of the    Synod of the Protestant Church in Germany.       
PS 2:  Even in France a discussion is going on whether ñlaicit®ò is still helpful in 

organizing the relationship of State and religion/churches/ faith communities.     
     

 
 

 

News from the members  

 
 

Á From Baidy Mendoza, Philippines ( December 2009) 
 
 

Chilean natural catastrophe reaches us while our 
minds are still turned to the people of Haiti after 
January 12, 2010 earthquake. To help us understand 
better these realities, let us listen to Baidy Mendoza 
who writes about he r homeland, the Philippines, 
which was torn by the natural elements during the 
last three years. Like in Haiti, people rebuilt their 
houses and their communities with courage and 
determination giving importance to art, celebration 
and compassion.  
   

éThis year 2009 and the previous one were crucial years in the Philippines. We 
saw landslides, tornadoes, dams overflowing, earthquakes and volcanoes 
threatening to erupt.  In 2008, my bedroom, on the top floor of Bali Bali, was 
swept in seconds by cyclone Cosme.  In 2009, I realized how tiny our islands 
were, the circumferences of typhoons went through Luzon, Visayas and 
Mindanao.  Now, we are busy salvaging valuables, which give a precious lesson in 
detachment.  
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I continue to pack for Labrador which will be my address. I have built a new 
studio in front of the house.  Two young art groups came to visit. 2010 is a time of 
hope and adventure. Labrador is a small peaceful town which helps to maintain 
the health of body and soul. Church bells ring for prayer and worshipé 
 
 I continue to hold sessions called ñNowò using clay as a medium of art and life 
deepening and renewal. Our ailing world needs this; the corporate world talks of 
quantity but should we not think of quality? I know a ten-member family and, 
except one child, all of them are quality persons. Oh!  Only if we could have 
simpler lives! We have much to give to each other.  
 
Next year, we will vote for a new President. There is much news and noise now 
from candidates blowing their horns. We are in the midst of legal battles on the 
ñMindanao massacreò.  
 
But wait; there is a gentle breeze, no frightening winds, rain or sad news. Peace! 
Peace!   Greetings to you and to your love ones.  With hope, peace joy. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

COMMUNICATIONS  

 

 

 

Á UFER GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

The General Assembly of UFER will take place from 18 to 23 September 
2010 in Brussels.  Take note of the new date. 

 
The meeting will be divided in two parts: 
 

1. A seminar on the theme: Immigration and human rights  which will deal 
with issues such as: 

 
o Religious diversity and anti -discrimination training/awareness;  
o Cultural relativism and universality of human rights;  
o Women trafficking.  
 

A conference by Mrs Ndioro Ndiaye, former Deputy Director General of the 
International Organization for Migrations will open the seminar, on Sunday 
19 September in the afternoon. 
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2. The statutory General Assembly with the report of activities, a debate on 
priority issues for the next four years and the elections of the Board. 
 

If you are interested to participate and have not received an invitation, please 
contact Raymonde Martineau: raymonde.martineau@sympatico.ca  
 
 
Á THE INTER-AFRICAN COMMITTEE TURNS 25 

 
The Inter-African Committee (IAC) on Traditional Practices Affecting the Health 
of Women and Children celebrated its 25th anniversary on 5 & 6 February of this 
year through various activities in Geneva.  IAC was founded in 1984 in Senegal at 
the initiative of Berhane Raswork, member of UFER Committee and Executive 
Director of IAC.  The organization largely contributed to make public opinion 
better aware of these harmful practices and to reduce the number of victims of 
such practices.  We congratulate Berhane and the members of her organization 
for the work accomplished these last 25 years.  For more information on IAC 
consult: www.iac-ciaf.net   
 

Á AWARD TO BERHANE RASWORK 

 
Mrs. Berhane Raswork, Board member of UFER, has been awarded the highest 
award of Austria by President Heinz Fischer for her work against genital 
mutilation.  The award was presented to her on April 26th, 2010 in the Austrian 
Parliament by Mrs. Barbara Prammer, President of the Parliament.  
Congratulations to Berhane.  Visit her Website:   http://www.berhane-
raswork.com/  
 

 

 
 
 

 
UFER relies on the contributions of its members for its functioning.  On the occasion of 
the General Assembly, we launch a special appeal to our members for the payment of 
their membership fees. 
 

The annual membership fees is 25 ϵ or 35US$.  It can be: 
 

# sent to the following account in Belgium 
Banque Fortis:  IBAN: BE50 0013 6970 0018 BIC: GEBABEBB 

 
# or transmitted to a member of the Committee or a participant in the GA 
  

mailto:raymonde.martineau@sympatico.ca
http://www.iac-ciaf.net/
http://www.berhane-raswork.com/
http://www.berhane-raswork.com/
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IN REMEMBRANCE  
 

Andrée Bassal, a long-standing member of UFER, died on 14 February 2010 in 

Saint-Gaudens, France.  Born in 1921, Andrée joined AFI/ICA in 1946 after a few years of 
teaching.  She first worked in Lebanon before coming back to Europe to work at the 
AFI/ICA center, where she taught French among other activities.  She then taught at the 
European school in Belgium before reintegrating the education system in France. 
Andrée was a committed teacher, trying to widen the horizons of her students.  She 
organized study tours with them, taking them to headquarters of European and 
international institutions of which she was an ardent supporter.  She has always been 
very interested by the work of UFER and has provided support to it.  
 

As we were about to send the newsletter we learned of the death of Janny 
Liegmann on 20 April in Brussels.  Born in 1926 in Germany, Janny joined AFI/ICA in 

1955.  She worked many years in the democratic Republic of Congo in the social field.  
She was a strong supporter of UFER. 
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EDITORIAL BOARD: 
 
Gaëtane Gascon  gaetane.gascon@videotron.ca 
Lise Gagné-Iattoni  lise.iattoni@yahoo.ca  
Raymonde Martineau: raymonde.martineau@sympatico.ca 
Colette-Pasquis-Audant cpasquis@videotron.ca 

 

http://www.ufer-international.org/
mailto:gaetane.gascon@videotron.ca
mailto:lise.iattoni@yahoo.ca
mailto:raymonde.martineau@sympatico.ca
mailto:cpasquis@videotron.ca

